Copyright & Peer to Peer Sharing Policy
Fine Mortuary College is devoted to creating, discovering, and sharing knowledge and
information. Fine Mortuary is also committed to taking reasonable steps to avoid misuse of its
computer network, including use of the computer network to violate the Copyright Law of the
United States. All students, faculty, and staff should have a basic understanding of the Copyright
Law and appropriate use of Fine Mortuary’s technology resources.
When Fine Mortuary College receives a complaint from a copyright holder, we notify the
individual involved and pass along any information received from the copyright holder to that
individual. We do not supply any information to the copyright holder about the individual
involved unless a valid subpoena is presented.
Activities that are probable violations of the Copyright Law
Any of the following activities, if done without permission of the copyright owner:
•
•
•
•

Copying and sharing images, music, movies, television shows or other
copyrighted material through the use of P2P technology.
Making copies for others.
Posting or plagiarizing copyrighted material on your personal Web space.
Downloading anything of which you don't already own a copy (software, MP3s,
movies, television shows, etc.).

Copyright law applies to a wide variety of works, and covers much more than is listed above. If
you're in doubt about a particular work, assume that it is copyrighted!
Summary of Civil and Criminal Penalties for Violation of Federal Copyright Laws
Copyright infringement is the act of exercising, without permission or legal authority, one or
more of the exclusive rights granted to the copyright owner under section 106 of the Copyright
Act (Title 17 of the United States Code). These rights include the right to reproduce or distribute
a copyrighted work. In the file- sharing context, downloading or uploading substantial parts of a
copyrighted work without authority constitutes an infringement. Penalties for copyright
infringement include civil and criminal penalties. In general, anyone found liable for civil
copyright infringement may be ordered to pay either actual damages or “statutory” damages
affixed at not less than $750 and not more than $30,000 per work infringed. For “willful”
infringement, a court may award up to $150,000 per work infringed. A court can, in its
discretion, also assess costs and attorneys’ fees. For details, see Title 17, United States Code,
Sections 504, 505. Willful copyright infringement can also result in criminal penalties, including
imprisonment of up to five years and fines of up to $250,000 per offense. For more information,
please see the website of the U.S. Copyright Office at https://copyright.gov.

